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As The National Tribune goes to presai

.7ujO Monday evening.the sad news oomes-

of Senator Hanna's death. The Nation has
lost one of its very ablest aud best men.

Amid the turmoil of sinking battleships
and bombarded forts, we have, somehow,
lost knowledge of the Czarina's ear-ache.

As Admibal Alexieff has opened the
war with Japan by losing 11 armed ships,
the Czar has made him Commander-in-
Chief not only of the navy but of the army.

The lack of proper education in Cuba
is painfully apparent. For example: those
Cubans who threw dirt at the United
States flag should have known that they
hadn't the privileges of United States
Senators.

Russia's defensive strength has hitherto
been in the vastness and poverty of her ter-!
ritory. An invading army wore and starved
itself out before it could reach any vital
point. The Japanese will not have to do
this. They are fighting for something very
close at hand, and very distant from Itus-
sia, so they will be a short arm's length
while Russia will be be\jnd the reach of
her finger-tins.
Whenever they get their innings, and

they are son to get them sooner or later,
business laws are more merciless dras¬
tic than those on the statute books. For
example: Ms. Chas Schwab, who last year
was one of the Napoleons of finance, has
just had to consent to giving up several
million dollars of "real money/' besides
$60,000,000 worth of more or less valuable
stock, and will have to go into the concern

as a plain, common man, sharing equally
with the othes men who have money in the
concern. Mr. Schwab is a type of a num¬

ber of men who have gone through a simi¬
lar experience.

Quite a lively contest is going on with
reference to the Pension Agency at Louis¬
ville. Ex-Representative Irwin, of Louis-1
ville, is a strong candidate, and has filed
a stack of indorsements in his own behalf.!
Patrick H. Darky, of Princeton, is an-1
other applicant, and a third is Maj. W. M.!
Collier, who is a son of the late Pension
Agent. Chairman John W. Yerkes is said
to be figuring on a man who will
kelp him personally, belonging neither
to the Representative Hunter nor

Ex-Governos Bradley factions. It is
asserted thaS Gen. Basil Duke has
a call on tfee office, which the Presi¬
dent once tendered him, and that he can

name the successful man.

Gov. LaEoxzxtte, of Wisconsin, is mak¬
ing a very bitter warfare upon Repre¬
sentative Babcock of that State, who, in
addition to being a most admirable all-
around Congressman, is a firm and reliable
friend of the veterans. Without any blow¬
ing of trumpets, Representative Babcock
has been constant and faithful in his serv¬

ice to the old soldiers, and has been of the
most decided help to them. It will be a

misfortune to all if Gov. LaFollette's tac¬
tics prevail, and Mr. Babcock should be de¬
feated. There is only a chance of this,
however, so the comrades should rally to
his assistance and put his success beyond
doubt.

m 0

The election of Isidor Rayner as Sen¬
ator from Maryland effectually dispones of
Senator Gorman's leadership, more's the
pity. From the moment that Senator Gor¬
man started oak to he a leader and the ris¬
ing man m the Democratic party, he began
to guess wrong, and he kept making worse

guesses every time. Ilis first bad break
was his not knowing that the people of the
South were In favor of the Panama Canal;
the next wan that the National campaign
could be run on the denunciation of the
negro, and the last was in his choice of a

Senator as Ms colleague from Maryland.
Ilis choice was Barnard Carter, who was

not even a good third in the race, being
led by Ex-Governor J. Walter Smith, who
was ia turn led by Rayner, the successful
candidate." It looks as if Gorman's leader¬
ship would have to go into dry-dock for
complete overhaaling and repairs, lasting
over the coming campaign.

JAPA* AS* RUSSIA.
The conflict between Japan and Rossis

came at last and came with Japan taking
a sharp initiative that startled the world.
Her fleet immediately attacked the Rus¬
sians, and up to date it is reported that
the Russians have lost 11 srmored ships,
two of which were battleships. The total
may not be so large as this, hot it is cer¬
tainly large enough to greatly cripple Rus
sia, if not lose her the command of the
sea, which is most important. The Rus¬
sians claim that they were taken unawares
but this is as silly as the pretext of the
Czarina's ear-ache. They knew as well
the Jape that war was imminent, and the;
should have keen ready for It. The prob
ability now is that Russia is on the brink
of an administrative breakdown sock ai
.he experienced in the Crimean War. when
.he was shown to be a grsat big. damsj
knlk, rotten and paralytic ia the extremi¬
ties. One phase of this is that she 1uu
been holding oat that she had 260,000 men
in the far East, whereas it begins to be
apparent that she saay not hare more than
60.000. and these not at all well armed or
supplied. If the Japs continue the vigor¬
ous initiative they bare began, the war
Will not last long.

THE LIMIT OF COST OF THE flEBTICE PENSION.
The most exaggerated and alarming statements as to the probable cost of the

Service Pension Bill are being sent broadeast over the country with the purpose
of exciting opposition to the passage of that measure. While it is impossible to
tell exactly what it wiH cost, yet we can know the very limit of its cost, and that
limit is far below the figures that have been boldly asserted. Some newspapers
have published the annual expense as high as $200,000,000, while the lowest of
them have not estimated under $60,000,000. Even this latter figure can be shown
to be a very great exaggeration. We can well begin by taking the first great fac¬
tor in the calculation, that of raising those on the pension roll at present below $12
per month, to that figure.

The following table shows the number of pensioners under the old law at ratings
below $12 per month, and the additional cost to the Government of raising them all
to that rating:

»... ..-.

INVALIDS.

Monthly Rate.

$2.00
3.00
4.00
5.00
0.00
0.25
6.37 1-2
0.4i>
7.00
7.50
7.75
8.00
8.25
8.50
8.62 1-2
8.75
0.00
0.25
0.50
9.75
10.00
10.20
10.25
10.50
10.02 1-2
10.75
11.00
11.25
11.331-3
11.50
11.75

No. Present Annual
Cost

Additional Annual
Cost under proposed

law.
4
1
8
7

37,410
14
2
1

37
23G

4
31,150

8
300

1
5

212
5
16
5

23,730
1

11
14
1
2
51
165
3
14
11

90,450

$UL00
30.00
384.00
42U.00

2,693,520-00
1,650.00
153.00
81.00

3,108.00
21,240.00

372.00
3,278,970.00

792<0O
31,212.00

103.50
525.00

22,890.00
555.00

1,824.00
585.00

2,848,080.00
122.40

1,353.00
1,704.00

* 127-50
258.00

6,732.00
22,275.00

408.00
1,932.00
1,551.00

8.943,131.40

$480.00
10i>X)0
7(»8.O0
588.00

2,693,520.00
906.00
135.00
03.00

2,220.00
12,744.00

204.00
1,639.488.00

300.00
12,852.00

40.50
195.00

7,032.00
105.00
480.00
135.00

669,730.00
21.00

231.00
242.00
16.50
30.00

612.00
1,485.00

24.00
84.00
33.00

4,945,058.00
WIDOWS.

$8.00
10.00

$10,944.00
480.00

11,424.00

$5,472.00
90.00

5,508.00
The following table shows the number of pensioners under the Act of June 27,

1890, at ratings below $12 per month, and the additional cost to the Government of
raising them all to that rating:

INVALIDS.

Monthly Rate.

$0.00
7.00
7.50
8.00
9.50

10.00
11.50

No.

874)84
2
4

141,203
1

53,744
1

282.939

Present Annual
Cost

$0,354,848.00
108.00-
360.00

13,555,488.00
114.00

6,449,280.00
138.00

26,340,396.00

Additional Annual
Cost under proposed

law.
$6,334,84^00

120.00
216.00

6,777,744.00
30.00

1,289,856.00
6.00

14,402,820.00
WIDOWS.

$8.00
10.00

50
1

51

$4,800.00
120.00

4,920.00

$2,400.00
24.00

2,424.00
Total Widows
Total Invalids
Total Present Cost .

Total Additional Cost

169
379,389

.$35,290,871.40

. 19,356,470.60
This shows that the very limit of the expense of petting everyone at present

on the roll below $12 per month up to that figure, cannot cost more than $19,356,-
470.60. It will certainly cost a great deal less than that amount If the age limit
is made a part of the bill, it will cut off very many thousands who are still un¬
der 62, and this will reduce the cost by several millions of dollars. This item
is so settled and determinate, that there can be no mistake about the matter, and
all uncertainty is as to the amount of the reduction from the gross snm of $19,856,-"
470,60, wliich figures up upon a study of the present pension roll.

The next item is as to the number of survivors of the war of the rebellion not
now pensioned, but who will claim a pension under the act. There is the widest
variety of estimates as to the number of these. The estimates range all the way
from 100,000 to 250,000, with the authority of the Record and Pension Bureau
of the War Department for there being this year 858,002 veterans alive. There
were last year 700,456 veterans on the pension roll. Deducting this number
from the total number-alive, would leave a total of 154,646.

If there are this number alive.which the best statisticians gravely doubt.and
if all are 62 years old, were honorably discharged, and had each served 90
days or more in the war of the rebellion and should all claim their pensions, it
would cost $22,254,624. This, added to the above amount for those already on the
pension roll, would make a total cost of the bill the first year $41,611,094. It
cannot possibly be any more than this unless the War Department and the Pea-
sion Bureau are grossly deceived as. to the number of veterans yet alive, which is
so improbable as to be hardly worth mentioning. The best opinion is that there are

only 125,000 unpensioned veterans alive.
Now from this gross total of $41,011,094 must be made a number of highly-

important deductions. First, are the very many thousands who will be shut out
the first year on account of being below the age limit, which it seems certain
will be put in the bill. This item alone ill reduce the sum total many millions.
Next, there most be a number, quite large in the aggregate who have some defect
in their discharges which will exclude them from the operations of the law.
Thirdly, there are very many thousands of the survivors who are now in such com¬

fortable circumstances that they will not apply for pensions. This will save the
Government many millions, especially in the first years of the operation of the
bill. A most important item is that it will save possibly $2,000,000 in the cost of
running the Pension Bureau. At present the Pension Bureau is expending from
$750,000 to $1,000,000 in fees for Examining Surgeons. As after the passage of
the bill the only duties of such Surgeons w»H be to examine the very few who
claim disabilities of service origin, and those who think that the disabilities tor
which they have been pensioned have been increased by age, the present enormous
fees will be reduced to a few thousand dollars. The Pension Bnreau is also spend¬
ing from $300,000 to $500,000 a year for Speeial Examiners.-traveling agents,
who go about the country investigating claims and the capacity of the claimant to

perform manual labor, industriously gathering up neighborhood gossip a* to Ida-
character, habits, etc., etc. These are pnld, in addition to their salaries as clerks,
$3 a day and their traveling expenses. This will be rendered unnecessary by the
passage of the law, and they can devote themselves to clerical duties inside the Pen¬
sion Offlce, so that the efficiency of the Bureau win be increased, while its expenses
will probably be cut down $2,000,000 a year. Taking all these facts into consider¬
ation, it does not seem at all probable that the cost of the service pension the first
year can be in excess of $25,000,000# In all human probability it will be several
millions under that.

Remember, this is for the first year.
The next startling fact la that the soldiers are dying at the rate of at least

50,000 a year. Fifty thousand pensioners at $12 per month, or $144 a year, is $7,-
200,000, which large sum will be wiped off the pension roll each year by that merci¬
less retrencher of Government expenses.grim DEATH. There cannot be any fur¬
ther increase of the pension roll, because the material will

*

be exhausted, and
death will be at his swift work in the reduction, of those already on the roll, car¬
rying off every a larger army than Sheridan had in tho Valley, Grant at Vicft-
borg, or Rosecrans at Chickamauga aad Stone River. Without any aid from the en¬
emies of the pension roll, without any efforts on the part of narrow, prejudiced, and
cruel Commissioners like Lochran and Evans, Death will "save the Treasury"
every year $7,200,000 from the pension appropriations, and each year the amount
»o aaved will be greatly increased by the rapid rise in the mortality rate of tho aged
men and women.

The maximum of pension expenditures will be reached the first year that the
law goes into operation, and thereafter pension expenditures will bo reduced at a
rate appalling to every patriotic man who loves and honors the men whose courage
and devotion saved the Union, and very gratifying to those who hated the cause for
which those men fought, and the men who fought for it.

MULTIPLICITY OF BILLS.

There Is great danger in the multiplicity
of pension bills being Introduced into Con¬
gress. Unquestionably a large number of
these are introduced for the sole purpose
of defeating the Service Pension BiU. They
hope to do this by distracting and diverting
the veterans from the support of the G.
A. R. Pension BUI, aad by making such
extravagant provisions as win call down
the censure of the press which will include
all pension bills in one general condsmna-

tion. Comrades can not be too careful to
be on their guard In regard to the insidious
character of many of these bills.

It is astonishing how soon the Senate
got all the information it wanted in regard
to Panama, particularly the Democrats,
and more particularly Senator - Gorman.
The President simply sent them the files
of the State Department, and that was
enough.

or mil Ain>

The Rusfiisn >Empire has a to*al area
in Europe £udjJA®ia of &60t396 square
miles, or two «nd two-thirds that of the
United Stales exclusive of Alaska. Japan
has on are* of-14T<0®> square niHes, or
somewhat less thnu the States of Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois and Michigan combined.

Russia has a population of 12D,060,000,
while Japah'ji population is 44,2G0,(K>4,
hut Russia'^ population Is thinly scattered
ever her vs^t area, with the thickly-set-
tled portiemon the other side of the world
from her PtcifiC coast. The bulk of the
Russians are ia Europe, while the Pacific
coast which, fronts toward Japan, is 6,000
miles away;' over a desolate, wild, unset¬
tled stretch of prairie connected by only
one line of newly-constructed and very
poorly-equipped railroad. A large portion
of this population of Russia is still in a

savage or semi-savage state, and is of lit¬
tle avail in strengthening the Empire.
The Russians in Europe, who are the best
part of the people, are probably a century
behind the rest of Europe in most things
relating to material advancement. On the
other hand, Japan's 44,000,000 people are

crowded into a very compact territory,
situated within easy reach of the seat of
war. They are all active, industrious,
skillful people, highly civilized according
to the Asiatic idea of civilization. Their
value as fighting men in conflict with Eu¬
ropeans remains to be determined. They
are unquestionably the best of the yellow
men, whereas the Itussiaus are the poorest
of the white men.

The Russians have in their active army
38,412 officers and 1,076,458 men, with
173,400 horses and 320 guns. They have,
of course, almost limitless resources to
back up this active army, and on paper
can put something like 12,000,000 men in
the field. The difficulty will be, however,
to get any great portion of this immense
horde to tho seat of war, and to supply
them after they are there.
The last public statement gave Japan an

active army of 8,016 officers and 158,214
men, with about 300,000 reserves, more or

less drilled and ready for duty. These,
however, are all right at hand, and can

easily be thrown into Korea and Manchu¬
ria, if Japan secures the control of the
sea. This makes the relative strength of
of the navies of the first importance.
The last statement gives the following

as the number of Russia's effective ships
in the Baltic Sea and elsewhere:
Battleships 12
Armored cruisers . . *
Cruisers
Torpedo gunboats <>

Destroyers * jgTorpedo boats *»,
Sab-marines »......... ^1

Besides tihese she has nine battleships,.
four gunboat* and six destroyers in the*
Black Sea, whew it is a question if they
will be all^e#, to come out.
The lastiatatexnent give* the Japanese

navy as f6flowfc:
Battleship^',Aimored "

Cruisers . . */ . * 2Torpedo gtfobofcts *

Destroyers .'..
Marine torpedo-boats
Japan has the great advantage, how¬

ever, of hswiag all her ships at home and
under hand* to' concentrate upon that por¬
tion of the ftu&Aan fleet in Aaiatic waters.

^OlfESTT THE SOU.
The Newi 16o?k World says :

¦""That many' the 90-days; men never
htaird 'a *#*ot'*red in anger' xis not the
chief objection* to a service pension. That
bis military record is a positive advantage
to a veteran hi the public service, and else¬
where no disadvantage, is reason enough
for opposing the service pension, bet it is

not the weightiest reason, .

"Has not our country scandals enough
needing a remedy, abuses enough crying
fer reformation, sufficient evil tendencies
and malign policies demanding change,
without wasting millions of the people s

money to huy the 'eoldier vote *

This is as erroneous as a New York
paper almost invariably is in regard to

pensions. While possibly some of the;
three-months men did not hear *'shots fired
in anger," very many thousands of them
did hear a- great many "shots fired in an¬

ger," and did extraordinary hard fighting.
There is to. be no scandal connected with

the service pension. It is honest payment
for services rendered. It will go directly
to the people who rendered the services,
end not a dollar will stick to the hands of
other persons. There has never been any
real scandal connected with the disburse-,
ment of pensions. There have been the
most frantic efforts to cause scandal, but
these efforts have usually ended in humil¬
iating failures for those who promulgate^
them. In all of the United States duT-
bnrseiaents, there has been far less dishon¬
esty and fraud in the pension expenditures
than In any ether.

The PiTTSMuao Dispatch concludes an

editorial as follows i J
"The pension expenditures of the United

States are now greater than the entire
army budgets of either Germany or Rus¬
sia. if this proposition weee enacted u*to,
legislation our pension expenditure alone
would exceed the whole army expenditure
of any military empire of Europe, includ¬
ing standing armies of over half a million

This is simply untrue. The pension ex¬

penditures of the United States do not 6X-
oeed or even approach the military expen¬
ditures of Russia or Germany, as ths Dis¬
patch will easily ascertain by examining
any book of reference. Even if they did,
that would have no bearing on ths case,;
since the pension expenditures of the
United St#tee trepresent a longer service
and aggrsgateenf far harder fighting than
all the Eufrop^an armies have done in near¬

ly a ce#£ui|y» More men were killed,
wounded «n44isaMed in our war than in
all the won Of Europe since the battle of
Waterloo,^r" Within the lifetime of any
man now

Pkwns^vvsia "Grit;" n paper pub¬
lished at Williamsport, Pa., is out in a
vicious editorial against the service pension
bill, Which it£ 'denounces with a plentiful
lack of k^o^lfdgs of the pension system
of the Ufflted States. It doss not know
that it htfTttfcen the unbroken custom of
the Government to pension the survivors
of all warn after the lapse of a number of
years. This act of justice is now due tho
survivors of the greatest, bloodiest, and
most; exhausting war in which any coun¬
try ever engaged, and if ever man earned
a pension in ths service of their country,
those whom this bill is intended to beneftt
deserve all that can be given them. "Grit"
not only shows its cynieal measures, bat
its lack of knowledge of the history of the

k .country.
?-

Italian school teachers axe paid oaly
from one cent to 19 cents a day. Judging
from the immigrants from Italy, they do
not earn even that.

andtheirCbmmdes.*!!*&?
en JohnnyOmietlarthitwflome"

Ooptbight. 1908. st rat PcBUSHXfts or Tn Rational Twt'ia
The Delightful Camps Around Raleigh.Dis¬
content of the Volunteers in Camp.March¬
ing .rdera at Last-On the Road to Wash¬
ington.
Not long was it possible for an Ameri¬

can volunteer to remain contented in any
camp, no matter how pleasant it might be.
He was not, never could be made, a reg¬ular soldier, enlisted for a specified term,and anxious to spend that term as com¬
fortably as possible. The volunteer bad
only enlisted to do a certnin piece of work,
and his dominant thought was to finish
it up as quickly as possible, and get back
to more congenial pursuits and surround¬
ings.
The camp was the regular soldier's

home. It was merely the volunteer's tem¬
porary abiding place, and never could be
made to appear anything else.
The camps around Kaleigh, N. O., had

every comfort.luxuries even.that any
reasonable soldier could desire.
They were far superior to any that the

makes me mad all over that I've wasted
so much gumption and muscle on that
thi&p.""f tell myself I ought to be able to read
law here just as well as at boiae," Mont-'
gomery Scruggs communed with the ether
boys. "I've got the same books,and loads of
time. But somehow the sound of the drum
drives legal principles from my mind, and
I can't think of civil processes, when I've
got to be making out details for guard and
fatigue, and putting fellows on extra duty
for running guard. I can't make things
go together, try as hard as ever I can.
Good gracious, if there's no more real sol¬
diering for us to do, why don't they let us
go home? There's lots of fellows who
don't want to fight, but like to drill and
parade. Why don't they let this job out to
them? I want to get back bome and see
the things done I've been reeding about.
I'd rather see one jury trial than all the pa¬
rades between now and kingdom come."
"My mind ain't running on jury trials

THE RACK *0 WABHWGTOH BKHXA

Previously known. The active-
minded American volunteer, when he had
to karn the great trade of war. bent all

ma*terrof*l.t£lt} an/d 111116 *>ecamepast
master of tia profession. The art of

WaS, a 1great Part of that

thevnl^w^v^7^6 was in tlie army
tlie volunteer's skill became more perfect

¦» "If a» «* wE32
Riv»r ^Jl,e camP" <» Stone
.

ver, around Murfreesboro, were a vast

SEES" "H* *. comfortless

Riw w£tf' S°D before, the Ohio
an^fnH i. camps, months later,
around Chattanooga, on the Tennessee
bowed an immense advance over the

most® di^dr^P8' And the* aH «tw>d in

the work nf thtagreoUB comparison with

e? *JrJ;*]f masoned and practiced
veterans in the Spring of 1865 in the
camps around Baleigfc, on thei^ise
tarv niiif! 9!\^t wa*.r®ached ^here roili-
taij nicety, the requirements of comfort

f«il *%? *u««e*tion* of taste-

bSl^fS?®nlCW,il s?. DO ^rther. No-;
SJnM order anything more; nobody j
TiHi »^ i. .any thinff more. Nothing
else worth having could be found in the
country within transporting K ^

r Clt" Mo" the riaiug

^ remembrance of the hard-1
«tps and discomforts of the marrh

Carolinas soon lost its sharp-
8h<>n® wi?t insistent daily

warmth that asserted there woujd never
co,d* The mental atti-

tbefe Was ^erwhelming that
tnere would be no more war.
Tbe rebel President and the fragments

of bis Government were in flight, hot]*
cavalry. Maj.-Gen. Sam:

iu3u *ulTendmd every thing ini
8.° ,^lt there was no haven in

hlm^d^0r Je*PZ*
Main* S^JLte W^" *e"rT> hsr-

| W^»e had fallen -before Parragut and
l»ieut-<len. Dick

*°* Johnston's example,
mLSSSISSL ""**** east of the]
w»«ra5f*# ®en, Hood's men, Forrest's

M??' .ggj Wheeler's men.all
me horde of terrible enemies who had for

.twTif08*8 ^e^e'® th® Government

s^m£h2S^P2Seiwre ®**5*mlng In
sBBmiMiTOy to get their paroles, and Imi

hiIiIS?»£jietnn,a to tb^T *«*«*. "not to
'1S1Jas **** cfeeyed theJ

Li^S S awarding to the gee-'
SS3 SnBiAtS?***,enM»"-!
van^/Su?^ 4>te^Ud volunteers Jn the

00171 wa« shooting Its

'STtfi mellowi
?° '

.
''here the wheat was begferaia*

!*J5? « verdant billows undeTever!i
passing breese.began to whisper speech^
lew messages of homesick longing.
otpt wLt0tkh0fe ardent youths, brimming'
uin,n ^2f hopes, the desires, the pas¬
sions of young manhood were die finest
camps in the whole world, compared to
tbrfr homes with the A^SSShS

%S apple trees clothed if
pmit and white blooms, the hens cackli«»
mthe barnyard, their mothers and sisters
i f, in *^e house, and their fatheiv and

bStoS otZe^7 Now S£i
I nSm th i li

8 oyer- i»ow tire-
jome the stapid routine of guard dutv
|4rilla and roll^aU. a sight ot th» J;3i
afMhi^^llir* wo?M h* w°rth more than

to ttff wo.. P"ades "d e.* "Tiew,

gr°wll'd So1 Hay-
I«, rather hear our old rooster

£2L^TgJt thaiJ all the music the^f
, en^*n 8 army can make."

Lafe Wilson.
* u a heap rather plow com wito om
Nance , week than loaf a single d£k m
"That deadening of Pap's down bv ti-

crick needs grabbing, and it'll be tnn*h
work amonf thoee hiekor" "pro^
warm day, echoed Burt Jacksnn »Knt

I(anI?hI!r"SreLki1Te-^'e'^>,> tt,n 'tat of
w! . .

wtilte gfoees before the Ma-

J«ert?r""nach " 1 w" " k«» to t**

'J;. ff^' Uke burning Ann tit* aU aback

wonderful tent upon which be ?a?L>ent
ao nwir daya of bard woik «d^53|
theotLl"1!^8.,ri. "I.* t0 .«"««»
.li fk

Mother's place at home Heeds
aU..th» aH^ar grease and study I've 5fv«
in t shebaug, and needs ft mighty bad. It

I any more than on ptrsflee,"
Thompson confessed, "with a blusn.I '"tjicrd's a piece of calico up there tnatra

| been waiting for me ever since I enlisted.
I'm mighty anxious to take her before aI preacher and answer some Questions he H
ask. He'll get the quickest and willing-;est answers he ever got.**I "Yes, and you'll be bound to buy herI calico for the rest of your natural life,
laughed Monty. j"Well, I don't think I could do any bet-jter with my money," answered Walea, se-.
riously. "She shall hare every cent I can
make, and tie more I can give her the'
better I'll like it, for she is worth it
Nobody laughed at his seriousness, for

they all had similar thoughts in regard to
other girls. J"Well, I'm learning a good deal aboutI medicine here, thanks to Dr. Crombie,
Alf Russell said. "All the same. I masI dead anxious to get home as anybody. ForI another reason than any of you. Idon t
expect to spend my life cutting off legs
and arms, and dosing out blue mass andI quinine. I want a little variety, and
would like to see how a young lady sI tongue looks, and count Her pulse.I "Well, for my part, I'm dead sick orI soldier-cooking," said Gid Mackalh I veI et everything I could find, since- we
crossed the Ohio River, nigh three yi»rs
ago, and I'd give all the best that I ve
tasted for a single plate of mother s pan¬
cakes and maple molasses, and mem am tI the best things she does, by 40 rows of
apple trees. You should just taste one ofI her pies."

.. A _ .I "The talk up at headquarters to-day,
said Pete, who had just come off duty asI Colonel's Orderly, "was that we mightI be sent to Mexico, to knock out the

I "Well, if they want us to do that joblet,
then start us off at once," said WalesI Thompson, pulling out his tobacco pouchI to fill his pipe. "Mexico will be a picnicI after the Carolina®, and the French can tI hold a candle to Joe Johnson s mea asI fighters. The sooner we start the sooner
we'll get through. If we have to go, I
hope we'U start to-morrow. Hello, what s
tSiat bugle for? It's officer's call. It is,

SU"Thafs what it is," affirmed Monty, lis¬
tening. "Something's up."
Monty's prediction was right. EveryI ear in camp had caught the signal, and

knew that it imported something unusual.
[They were at once all out in their com-I pany streets, watching the officers borry-I iug up to Maj. Boweesox's headquarters.I The Major came out of the door, with1I a paper in his hand, to meet them.I "It has come at last, gentlemen," heI said, without waiting for them to form aI line, "Marching orders! We start forI Washington to-morrow morning! HaveJ the men issued three days' rations, whichI they will cook to-night, and have in theirI haversacks, ready to start at 7 o'clockI sharp to-morrow. Light marching order,land everything in shape for fast going.I We are going to show the rest of these fel-I lows how we can march. They have been
doing some tali bragging about the legs of
their commands. We'll make them show
up better than they have ever done before,
or else shut up. We go by the way of
Richmond, so there will be a chance toI see somethng, including the Army of the
Potomac, !Regardless of tie strict discipline whichI Maj. Bowersox had hitherto maintained
in the camp of the 200th Ind.« the officers
threw their hats in the air, yelled like crasy
men, and danced around, hugging one an¬
other.

Without waiting to find out what it ac¬
tually meant, the boys began to do the
same, that they '"might not lose the dues
of rejoicing."
The Major ordered the Orderly-Ser-

geants* call blown, and communicated the
news to them. They Curried back to the
companies with the glad news.
Then the boys seemed to go erasy, and

the quiet, orderly camp became, a vocif¬
erous bedlam. Everybody -wanted to
build a bonfire in the company streets at
once, and unhesitatingly sacrificed stools,
tables, benches, chairs and other furniture,
upon which be had lavished weeks of pa¬
tient, faithful skillful work. Dress pa¬rade had been abandoned, in order, to pre¬
pare for the march, and the band came
out on the parade and played "Afnt I glad
to get out of the Wilderness?" to the
hHariaus satisfaction of the beys, wbo in¬
sisted upon a repetition of that piece, and
aene <*ber, «*tii tb* tired musicians «.»

Cooking and pad- ing up went on with n
will. Tattoo was mocked at and, taps,
derided hy the excited, yelfcug -boys, wt»o
did not qtdet down nnta tnidnightbrought
physical weariness.

The SOOH !nd. feat thrm fee* noted
for its promptnsai In appearing in tb« ro%4
at the hoar set for fee marcnto begin, bat
it sunwissed its long rocord this time. Be*
fore 7 o'clock ererjr men belonging to it
wet in line in bis company street, await¬
ing tbe bogle. The hospital bad been
emptied. An expected battle could not
bare brought about more rapid convales¬
cence of t^g patients.
At tbe flm notes of tbe bngle tbe com-

Cnies rushed onto tbe parade ground, tha
ttaliou live was instantly formed, and as

instantly Parted off to take its plsce at
the bead of the column upon tbe main
road leading northward.
The k»g race of the corps of Sherman's

Army for Washington, 300 miles away,
was begun.
The corps which had marched thousands

of'miles. and were justly boastful of their
ability to cover ground, were now to be let
loose as so many ractvhordes with tbe Cap¬ital of tbe Nation and HOME for their
goal.
The long rest, the delightful weather

and abundant rations had put everybodyin tbe best condition and full of mettle.
The sim was shining? brightly, the roads

fairly good.for the South.
' "Now, you bog-eating H©osier*.*
shouted Maj. Bowersox, as be rode up wthe head of the column, and the bund
stopped playing "Ain't I glad to get out
of the Wilderness," "these Wolverines,
Badgers, Buckeyes and Suckers ssy that
they can outmarch you. Let's see who'll
shake hands with President Johnson fint."
A throat-splitting yell of complete con¬

fidence in themselves answered this chal¬
lenge.
There was no abatement of the losg,swift stride, which they had been prac¬ticing for three years until they baited foe

the night on the banks of Tar River, 19
miles away.
"Very good day's work for a starter,"

commented Maj. Bowersox, as they went
into camp. Don't think anybody's done
any better. To-morrow we mast stretch
out a little more, though."
They swung out quite as promptly the

next morning, and when night came ou
were on Fist Creek, near Williamsbor-
ough. having marched 21 miles.
Tbe third day there was a bitter, imps*tient tangle with the other commands forthe right of way over Roanoke River, andwhen they got across night had come on

and they had only marched 17 miles, buftbe chAfing delay had made the men moT0tired than if they had marched 10 milejfarther.
The fourth day they marched andcrossed the Meherrin River, 21 miles swa*«and began to realise that they were eO»

tering tbe Army of the Potomac's terW«
tory, from the wreck of houses and fields*
from the far-reaching cavalry raids.
The next day was another tojlsomswrangle for Ac right of way with eagercompetitors, much swearing, much ill-na*tured waiting, starting and halting, snd themarch ended on the banks of the Notto¬

way River, 17 miles away.Every mile now the country became
more desolated. They were coming close
to the scene of the nine-months of deadlystruggle between 125.000 men of Grant's
army, and the 85,000 of Lee's, ud therained buildings, die fallen anil charred
trees, the low grave*, the deeply-rottedreads and the rifleplts, breastworks andbt tery emplacements fn every direction
told eloquently how bittsr and obstinatethe struggle had been.

It wss hard marching over the war¬
worn roads; there were mistakes as to
whither the tangle of ways led. and when
night came at Blacks and Whites'e Sta¬
tion. on the savagely-contested South Side
Railroad, they were disappointed to findthecr had only made 15 miles.
But the others labored with the name

troubles, and had done ao better.
It was a depressing sapper they hadthat evening in that ruined land, wherewar's wild work showed its fearful workin desolation which the green of spring¬time only seemed to accentuate.
"Never mind, boys; it's only 2* miles

or so te Richmond," said Monty Scrujfcs
as he filled his nine. To-morrow and nextday we'll see sights that'll make yon for*
get all this."

(To be continued.)
A MODEL DOOUMMT.

A model document In its way lathe cir¬
cular tetter sent by Comrade A. W. Smith,
Commander of the Department of Kansas,
O. A. R., to each of the Post Command¬
ers, congratulating them upon their elec¬
tions, reminding them that it means ths
confidence of their comrades and' in¬
creased opportunities for usefulness, and
pointing out the objects and aims foi
which the Order should work. He says
that the work of the Grand Army ia not
completed, and never can be until the last
veteran has passed from earth to tha
"happy camping-ground*' on the other side
of the Great Divide. Patriotism and love
of Oid Glory are more necessary now than
In the '60*8. United action is urged with
regard to the service-pension bill, and s

history given of the efforts to have the
veterans preference law in the State made
vital. The Judge-Advocate of the Depart¬
ment, Comrade Thomas Dever, proceeded
to test the laws by a case in which he
was a party, where he had been denied
appointment as City Attorney by the
Mayor and Council of Junction City. In
the prmmoa Pleas Court the case was
decided against hhn, but be at great ex*

pease carried this to the Supreme Court,
where he hopes to have a decision as to
the strength and effect of the laws. Ha
took op another case even stronger than
his own, from Topeka, where Comrade
H. K. Goodrich, of I-incoin Post, an ex¬

pert electrical engineer, was displaced in
favor of a young civilian. Both these
cases have been presented in the best
manner to tbe Supreme Court, and Com¬
mander Smith hopes for a decision in fav¬
or of the reference law, which will be
the first time that it has been tested in
the Department of Kansas. The lettoc
closes with a strong appeal for vigorous
recruiting for every Post.

.

SenaTOB Clam (Ark.) gives us hopes
of a real "New South." His speech in
support of the Panama Canal reaches a

high, commonsense tone, gratifying!y dis¬
tinct from the petty carping of many of
his colleagues. He recognises that Co¬
lombia's course toward tbe United States
has been simply despicable, and would
not be endured by any power in the world,
It is singular that President Roosevelt
stood it as long as he did. The Senator
recognises that the canal ought to be built,
that the necessities of the country de¬
mand it, that this is an opportunity which
must be improved, and that the Colom¬
bians barred themselves from tbe game by
their inexcusable misconduct. AM the
while the Senator reserves to himself the
right of criticising the Administration for
yhA way in which it has done things that
it should do. This it seems to ns is emi¬
nently tbe true ground for any opposing
party. That is, the need of carrying out
of any settled National policy should bo
fully recognised, and the party in power
held to a severe accountability for the way
in which it executes that policy.
The of the Providence (R. L)

Journal ia to pubhsh letters against tbe
service pension bfll from mythical veterans,
which it signs "Veteran," "Artilleryman,"
etc, etc., and to write long editorials about
what some "distinguished soldier" ban said
about "destroying the roll of boner." /ttie-
is the sort of clap-trap that we have always
had to meet in advocating ; any pensiea
legislation, and .the Journal is mcsjri^play-
mg xn.obi.trick, nnd .tp*a?*ug It |W
tioolarlyweil.


